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Introduction 


Tajweed is an Arabic word, it is derived from the verb jawwada which means 
to “beautify”. However, it is defined in several ways by the scholars of the Holy 
Qur’an. In its linguistic definition, it means betterment. It is through this meaning that 
it can be defined as the betterment of production of sounds, (Al-Mansur, 1995). The 
applied definition of tajweed is the act of articulating of every letter from its 
articulation point and giving the letter its rights and dues of characteristics. Rights of 
the letters are its required characteristics that never leave it. The dues of the letters 
are its presented characteristics that are present in it some of the time, and not present 
at other times. The word "tajweed" means to improve, make better. Tajweed of the 
Holy Qur'an is the knowledge and application of the rules of recitation so the reading 
of the Qur'an is as the Prophet Mohammed recited it. 

Comprehensive knowledge of tajweed preserves the tongue from mistakes in 
pronunciation of the Glorious Qur’an during reading. It is one of the most honoured 
of sciences and one of the best of them due to its relation to Allah’s words. It is one of 
the Islamic Law sciences that are related to the Glorious Qur'an. 

Origin and Etymology of Tajweed 

The origin and etymology of tajweed is traced back to the history of the 
Prophet. The rule setter from the practical point of view is the Messenger of Allah 
because the Qur’an was revealed to him from Allah, the most High, with tajweed , and 
he was instructed on it from the Trustworthy, angel Jibreel, and taught it to his 
companions who then taught it to their followers and so on until it came to us by these 
chains. The rule setters from the scientific point of view are the scholars of Qur’anic 
sciences, such as Abu ‘Ubaid Al-Qasim bin Sallaam. 
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The Arabic word Tajweed linguistically means 'proficiency' or 'doing 


something well'. It comes from the same root letters as the word Jayyid, which means 
'good'. When applied to the Quran, it means giving every letter of the Quran its rights 
and dues of characteristics when we recite the Quran and observing the rules that 
apply to those letters in different situations. We give the letters their rights by 
observing the essential characteristics of each letter. We give them their dues by 
observing the characteristics of each letter that are present in them some of the time 
and not present at other times, (Abbas, 2004). 

The Quran was revealed with Tajweed rules applied to it. In other words, 
when the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) recited the words of Allaah to the Prophet 
Muhammad m he recited them in a certain way and he showed the Prophet the ways 
in which it was permissible to recite the Quran,(Deen foundation, 2011). So it is 
obligatory upon us to observe those rules so that we recite it in the way it was 
revealed. 

The Arabic word Tajweed linguistically means 'proficiency' or ‘doing The 
Quran was revealed with Tajweed rules applied to it. So it is obligatory upon us to 
observe those rules of the Qura’n reading so that it will be recited in the way it was 
revealed. 


At the time of the Prophet *6 there was no need for people to study Tajweed 
because they talked with what is now known as Tajweed , so it was natural for them. 
When the Arabs started mixing with the non-Arabs and as Islam spread mistakes in 
the Quranic recitation began to appear, so the scholars had to record the rules, 
(Rahim, 1986). Now, because the everyday Arabic that Arabs speak has changed so 
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much from the Classical Arabic with which the Quran was revealed, even the Arabs 
have to study Tajweed. 

A Brief History of the Science of the Pronounciation of the Quran 

In the first hundred years after the Prophet, Islamic knowledge spread very 
rapidly through the region and was taken up by many non-Arab speakers. Those 
groups of scholars who had been taught the correct pronunciation going back to the 
companions (of the prophet) realised that if they did not do something then the people 
would lose the knowledge of how the letters or alphabets of the Quran should be 
pronounced. Some of these scholars were: Aasim ibn Najuud: his kunya was Abu 
Bakr. He was the sheikh of recitation in Kuufa (Iraq). The chain of those instructing 
him in recitation went back to Abdullaah ibn Mas'uud, and Ali ibn Abii Taalib. He 
also was in the company of other scholars who had similar lines of transmission in 
terms of reciting the Quran. Bear in mind that the Prophet instructed the muslims to 
recite Quran as he recited it, and they took this very seriously indeed. He passed away 
in the year 127 Hijrah.(Abbas, 2004). 

Following him was Hafs ibn Sulaymaan alAsadii from the tribe of bani Asad 
and his kunya was Abu 'Amr. He was raised by Aasim. 
This is the Hafs of whose scholarship/recitation we have in our hands today, 
in the printings from Egypt and Saudi. He passed away in 180 Hijrah. 

There are many other famous scholars in the recitation of the Quran 
from this region and others among whom was Abu Duwal. Their knowledge was 
entirely gained from 
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learning the exact recitation of their teacher and these chains of 
transmission go back to the companions. 

The purpose of the Science of Tajweed, in essence, is to make the reciter 
proficient in reciting the Quran, observing the correct pronunciation of every letter 
with the rulings and characteristics which apply to it, without any exaggeration or 
deficiency. Through this, the reciter can recite the Quran according to the way of the 
Prophet *6 who received it from Jibreel who received it from Almighty Allaah in the 
Classical Arabic language. 

Each Arabic letter has a Makhraj (an exit or articulation point from which it 
originates) and Sifaat (attributes or characteristics). Knowing the Makhraj and Sifaat 
of each letter is an important part of Tajweed. Sometimes two letters have very similar 
exits, which makes mixing them up easy. So, if a person does not know the attributes 
of each letter, he may change the meaning of the words in Quran recitation. Observing 
the rules of Tajweed in reciting prevents the reciter from making mistakes in reciting 
the Quran. (Deen Foundation, 2011). 


The Ruling of Reading the Qura’n with Tajweed 

Imam Muhammad Ibn Al-Jazari who was a great Quran and Hadeeth scholar 
of the 9th Hijrah century, stated in his expression on tajweed 

And applying Tajweed is an issue of 
absolute necessity, Whoever doesn't 
apply Tajweed to the Quran, then a 
sinner is he."(Muhammaad, 1990) 
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Hence, applying the rules of Tajweed is an obligation to keep away from the 
major mistakes in reciting the Quran. The scholars have divided the types of mistakes 
one might fall into when reciting the Quran into two: 

i. Clear mistakes: which usually change obvious things and change the meaning. 

ii. Hidden mistakes: for which one may need to study Tajweed rules. 

The majority of scholars agree that applying the Tajweed rules of the Quran 
such that the clear mistakes are avoided is an individual obligation, ( Fardh 'Ayn) upon 
every Muslim who has memorised part or all of the Quran, while applying the rules of 
Tajweed to avoid the hidden mistakes is a collective obligation ( Fardh Kifaayah ) 
upon Muslims. That is, there must be some students of knowledge who have 
knowledge of that. This is because the Quran was revealed with the Tajweed rules 
applied to it, and the Prophet recited it back to Jibreel in that way and the 
companions of the Prophet^ read it in that way, so it is an established Sunnah 
(Prophetic tradition or practice), (Abbas, 2004). 

Identifications of mistakes in the recitation of the Qur’an 


• Changing one letter into another or a short vowel Harakah into another (e.g. 
changing Fat-hah into Dhammah or the letter Qaaf into Kaaf, etc) 

• Not observing the elongations Madd at all. Reciting them quickly as if there is no 
Madd so that they turn into the length of a vowel. 

• ‘Making a Madd letter which out of a normal Harakah. 
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• Stopping or starting at an incorrect place so that the meaning is spoilt, like 
stopping at 'Laa ilaaha' (i.e., there is nothing worthy of worship 

Hidden Mistakes: 

Mistakes which have to do with perfecting pronunciation and are not obvious. 
These are known only by those who have studied Tajweed rules or are experts in this 
field. Ordinary Muslims may not know such mistakes or perceive them to be so. 


Examples of Hidden Mistakes: 

• Not being totally exact with the elongation of letters: (Making the Maclcl shorter or 
longer by a 1/2 or even 1/4 degree, etc.). 

Not observing the attributes of each letter perfectly: (Slightly rolling the Raa\ or 
exaggerating the 'N' sound in Noon etc.) 

Not observing the rules with which to pronounce letters when they are next to each 
other (like not merging certain letters that should be merged ( Idghaam) and not 
clearly pronouncing those which should be clearly pronounced ( Ith-haar ) etc.) 

• Making light letters sound heavy and heavy letters sound light (except if by doing 
this one changes a letter into another; in which case it would be an obvious mistake.) 
Among the proofs that the scholars bring to show the obligation of Tajweed and its 
being an established Sunnah is that Almighty Allah Says in the Quran (what mean): 

"...And recite the Qura’n with measured 

recitation." (Quran 73:4). 
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There are various Prophetic narrations also showing the importance of Tajweed. 
Umm Salamah (1998 ). 

Precept of the Concept of Tajweed 

Knowledge of tajweed is fardh kifayaah (that is a collective responsibilty). It 
means that some of the Muslim community must know it, and its application is 
fardh ‘ain, (individual responsibility). This denotes that it is required by all mature 
Muslims (men and women) who have the complete Qur’an or part of it memorized, 
even if only one surah. The Prophet Muhammad has said, 


'Indeed Allah desires that the Qur'an 

be recited in the manner it was revealed.' 

(Muhammad, 1999). 

The Noble Quran is the literal words of Allaah that He revealed as an infallible 
source of legislation for mankind to live an organised life by. It contains regulations 
and recommendations about all aspects of life and references to the Hereafter. Being 
so important, the Quran must be read, written, and recited correctly and clearly, so as 
not to create any sort of ambiguity or misunderstanding whatsoever. Allaah Almighty 
addressed His Messenger Muhammad^ in the Quran, Saying (what means): 

".. .And recite the Quran with measured recitation." (Quran 73:4) 

Listening to the Quran being recited correctly is enough to soften even the 
hardest of hearts. Muslims and non-Muslims alike find it a deeply moving experience, 
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even if they do not understand what is being said. Every Muslim has to recite Quran 
in prayers, but many of us do not realise that reciting the Quran correctly while 
observing the rules of recitation is not an advanced science for expert reciters alone, 
rather it is an obligation upon each and every one of us whenever we recite the Quran. 

The knowledge of tajweed guides the Glorious Qur'an and preserves it from 
distortion. The Arabs mixed with non-Arabs after the spread of Islam, and the 
Muslims feared that the Arab tongue would become corrupt with this intermixing. It 
then became mandatory for rules to be put down that would preserve the recitation of 
the Qur’an from mistakes, and guarantee the reader of the Qur’an integrity of 
pronunciation. 

Features of the Arabic alphabet letters 


The letters that occur in Arabic, that are not common in other languages are: 


Letters that have similar sounds in other languages, but in fact have different 


articulation points. These include: ^ (Qaf), ''- r> (Ayn) 


The first two (starting from the right), use the tip of the tongue from the top side and 
what lies opposite from the tip of the tongue from the gum line of the two top front 
incisors. Many different languages have similar letters, as in English there is “d” and 
“t”, but they articulate these letters at a posterior position in the mouth from what the 
Arabs use as an articulation point. The result is an incorrect pronunciation of these 
letters when reading Qur’an, (Abbas, 2004). 


The next two letters also are used in other languages. Most notably the kaf in 
Arabic is similar to the “k” in English. Many languages pronounce this letter farther 
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back in the mouth than the correct Arabic position. The deep part of the tongue meets 
up with the hard palate in Arabic to pronounce this letter, not the soft palate, as many 
mistakenly use. 

The ra ’ and lam are two letters that non-Arabs have some difficulty in 
pronouncing correctly. The ra’ uses the tip of the tongue and the top of the tip and the 
gums of the two top incisors, but the trick to the ra ’ is actually hitting the gum. Many 
Muslims try to pronounce the ra’ without touching the tongue to the gum. Some 
mistakenly use the throat, like the French do in the French “r”. The Arabic lam has the 
widest use of the tongue of any other letters, but uses only the end of the sides of the 
tongue until it ends at the tip, which then hits the gums of the front upper eight teeth. 

It is vital that the Muslim learn the Arabic letters and vowels and recite the Qur’an 
using them, not a transliteration. Transliterations do not take into account the various 
letters that sound similar to the untrained ear, but are very different in pronunciation. 
The Qur’an is the word of Allah, revealed to man as a guidance, and we have to be 
extremely careful to read it, as best we can, with proper pronunciation. Reading a 
transliteration can lead to changing the meaning of the Arabic Qur’an by 
mispronouncing letters, (Deen, 2011). 

Manners when reading the Qur'an: Manners of the Heart 

a. Understanding the origin of the words: This is an indication to the greatness of 
the words being read, and the bounty of Allah; Glorified is He, to His creation 
when He addressed His creation with these words. 
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b. Putting into the heart the understading that these are not words of man: 
Through this the reader should think about the characteristics of Allah the 
Exalted. 

c. C. Presesence of the heart while reading Through this the reader should throw 
away other thoughts while reading the Qur’an. 

d. D. Pondering over the meaning: There is less reward in reciting the Qur'an 
without understanding the meaning. The Qur'an was revealed for guidance and 
this can be achieved through recitation accompanied with pondering. 

e. E. Understanding the meaning: This means interacting and reacting to every 
verse according to what is proper for it. 

f. F. Individualization : This means that the reader feels that every message in 
the Qur’an is meant especially for him personally. 


External Manners for Reading the Qur’an 

A. Purity of body and clothes and place. 

B. Facing the Qiblah. 

C. Seeking refuge from rejected Satan and reading the basmalah. 
Not reading when yawning. 

D. Avoiding cutting off reading to talk with people. 
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E. Stopping at a verse of warning and seeking protection with Allah, and 
stopping at a verse of mercy and asking The Merciful for His Bounty. 


F. Humbleness and crying when reading. 


The Importance of Tajweed when Reciting the Qur’an 

1. Reciting the Glorious Qur’an with tunes and musical melodies is bid’a, it was not 
by the Messenger of Allah, , nor the honorable companions, nor did Jibreel bring 
the revelations with them. 

2. Beautifying the voice when reciting the Glorious Qur’an is a matter that is 
praiseworthy and desired in Sharee’ah, but that should be in with ones natural 
recitation and with natural Arabic tones, not with the foreign tones. 

3. If one reads the Qur’an with a specific melody of musical melodies or tunes the 
matter falls into one of two categories: If he/she gives the tilaawah rules preference 
and focuses on them more than the musical tune, then the ruling is one of detest 
karaaha), since this is not from the Prophet. If he/she focuses on the musical tune 
more than the tajweed rules, then the scholars are in agreement that this form of 
reading the Qur’an is haraam and it is haraam to listen to it also. 


Articulation Points of the Arabic Letters 

The articulation point of a letter is the place the letter is emitted, meaning a sound that 
comes out of the mouth relying on a specific place of articulation or an approximate one. 
Using the correct articulation point of a letter is necessary to utter the letter correctly, and 
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of course this is even more important when reciting the book of Allah, the Holy Qur’an. 


Almost all the articulation points in Arabic have specific places, but there are some that 
have a general area of articulation. 

There are ways for you to see what articulation point you are using for a letter (not 
necessarily the correct one), so that you can compare what you are using to the correct 
way of articulating a letter: 

i. Pronounce the letter with a shaddah ; in other words, double the letter. 

ii. Pronounce the letter with no vowel and put a hamzah before the letter you are 
checking. 

You can then check the position of your tongue, mouth, or feel what area of the throat you 
are using. 

There are five general areas of the throat and mouth that have within them the specific or 
general articulation points of the Arabic letters. 

i. The Empty Space in the Mouth and Throat: This has in it one articulation point 
for the three lengthened letters, which are wow with no vowel with a dhammah 
before it, ya’ with no vowel with a kasrah before it, and an alif with a fath before 
it. 

ii. The Throat: It has three articulation points for six different letters which are 
pronounced from the deepest, middle, and closest part of the throat 

iii. The Tongue: It has ten articulation points for eighteen letters 

iv. The Two Lips: The lips have two articulation points for four letters 
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v. The Nasal Passage: From the hole of nose towards the inside of the mouth, here 


there is one articulation point, that of the ghunnah 


The following pictures shows these areas: 



Nasal Passages 


Roof of the Mouth 
(Hard Palate) 


Roof of the Mouth 
(Soft Palate) 

The tongue 


empty 
the mouth 
and throat 


space in 


The principles of the Tajweed 


The knowledge of tajweed is contingent on four matters: 


i. Knowledge of the articulation points of the letters 


ii. Knowledge of the characteristics of the letters 


iii. Knowledge of what rules change in the letters due to the order of letters 


iv. Exercising the tongue and a lot of repetition. 
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The Qur'an emphatically commands us to recite the Qur'an with Tarteel which 
also means tajweed. This is so, because, the Qur’an has to be recited with. That is 
reason why Tajweed is not like all other subjects which we are able to separate from 
the Qur'an but instead Tajweed and Qur'an work hand in hand. The Qur'an is the word 
of Allah and the only key to its correct reading is correct knowledge of the 
pronunciation of Arabic word through tajweed. This shows the importance of reading 
the Qur'an with Tajweed. 
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